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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed 05/19/2003, with respect to claims invention have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The finality of 12/16/2002 has been 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Miesbauer et al. (U.S. Patent 6,212,256). 
Regarding claim 1: 

Miesbauer discloses a method for associating a field replaceable unit with a 
medical diagnostic system (abstract), the method comprising: querying for 
information on a field replaceable unit to be associated with a medical diagnostic 
system by sending a query to an electronic device associated with the field 
replaceable unit (Col. 2-3, Lines 31-7); receiving information on the field 
replaceable unit from the electronic device (fig. 6, unit 122, 124); and 
configuring the medical diagnostic system in accordance with the information 
(Col. 2-3, Lines 30-39). 
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Regarding claim 7: 

Miesbauer discloses a method for associating a field replaceable unit with a 
medical diagnostic system (abstract), the method comprising: querying for 
information on a field replaceable unit to be associated with a medical diagnostic 
system by sending a query lo an electronic device associated with the field 
replaceable unit (abstract, fig. 6, unit 122-126); receiving identification 
information on the field replaceable unit from the electronic device (fig. 6, unit 
122); receiving association information from a remote service facility (abstract); 
generating a subscription file based upon the association information (fig. 6, unit 
130, 132), the subscription file including data uniquely identifying a field service 
unit a service subscription for the medical diagnostic system and storing the 
subscription file in a machine readable form (abstract, fig. 1 , unit 30, 36); and 
configuring the medical diagnostic system in accordance with the association 
information and identification information (Col. 2-3, Lines 30-39). 
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Regarding claim 11: 
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Miesbauer discloses an apparatus which provides for the association of a field 
replaceable unit lo a medical diagnostic system and the recording of field 
replaceable unit operational data (abstract), the apparatus comprising: a storage 
medium physically coupled to the field replaceable unit (fig. 1, unit 36), the 
storage medium-containing identification information for a field replaceable unit 
and a programmed digital processing circuit coupled to the storage medium (fig. 
1, unit 12-34), the processing circuit being responsive to requests for 
identification information from the medical diagnostic system (Col. 2-3, Lines 30- 



21). 



FIG. 6 
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Regarding claim 16: 
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Miesbauer discloses a system for associating a field replaceable unit with a 
medical diagnostic system (abstract), the system comprising: means for 
electronically querying for information on a field replaceable unit to be associated 

with a medical diagnostic system (fig. 1, unit 30, 36, fig. 6, unit 122-134); means 

r 

for electronically receiving information on the field replaceable unit (abstract); and 
means for configuring the medical diagnostic system in accordance with the 
information (Col. 2-3, Lines 30-21). 
Regarding claim 23: 

Miesbauer discloses a method for configuring a field replaceable unit for a 
medical diagnostic system (abstract), the method comprising: providing a 
medical diagnostic system having a field replaceable unit; providing an electronic 
device associated with the field replaceable unit (abstract); providing a storage 
medium on the electronic device (fig. 1, unit 36), the storage medium containing 
identification information and characterization information related to the 
configuration of the medical diagnostic system for the operation of the field 
replaceable unit (Col. 2-3, Lines 30-22); querying for information on the field 
replaceable unit by sending a query to the electronic device associated with the 
field replaceable unit (fig. 6, unit 122-134); receiving identification information and 
characterization information on the field replaceable unit from the electronic 
device (fig. 6, unit 122); and configuring the medical diagnostic system in 
accordance with the identification information and characterization information 
(Col. 2-3, Lines 30-22). 
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Regarding claim 2, Miesbauer further discloses the step of querying for 
information including sending a query to a memory circuit attached to the field 
replaceable unit (fig. 2, unit 64, 62, abstract); Regarding claim 3, Miesbauer 
further discloses information receiving identification information from the 
electronic device (abstract); Regarding claim 5, Miesbauer further discloses the 
step of receiving information further comprises receiving association information 
from a remote service facility, the association information providing data for the 
step of configuring the medical diagnostic system (Col. 2-3, Lines 30-21); 
Regarding claim 6, Miesbauer further discloses the step of communicating 
operational data of the field replaceable unit to the remote service facility 
(abstract); Regarding claim 4, Miesbauer further discloses receiving association 
information from the electronic device, the association information providing data 
for the step of configuring the medical diagnostic system (Col. 2-3, Lines 30-21); 
Regarding claim 9,. Miesbauer further discloses the step of communicating 
operational data related to the field replaceable unit to the electronic device (fig. 
6, unit 122-134); Regarding claim 10, Miesbauer further discloses the step of 
configuring the medical diagnostic system is in accordance with characteristic 
information regarding operation of an x-ray tube, the x-ray tube being the field 
replaceable unit (abstract); Regarding claim 8, Miesbauer further discloses 
generating a service request subject lo a service subscription and verifying a 
subscription file status based upon the service request (fig. 6, unit 132, 134, 
abstract); Regarding claim 12, Miesbauer further discloses a communication 
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interface coupled to the medical diagnostic system, the communication interface 
being configured to allow communications between the medical diagnostic 
system and a remote facility via a network (abstract, fig. 1, unit 38); Regarding 
claim 13, Miesbauer further discloses including a record of the replaceable unit 
(Col. 8, Lines 37-64); Regarding claim 14, Miesbauer further discloses the 
storage medium contains characterization information related to the configuration 
of the medical diagnostic system for the operation of the field replaceable unit 
(Col. 8, Lines 37-64, fig. 1, unit 36, 38); Regarding claim 15, Miesbauer further 
discloses the storage medium is physically coupled to an x-ray tube, the x-ray 
tube being the field replaceable unit (fig. 1, unit 36, abstract, fig. 6, unit 122-132); 
Regarding claim 17, Miesbauer further discloses means attached lo the field 
replaceable unit for storing association information regarding the field 
replaceable unit (fig. 1, unit 36, abstract); Regarding claim 18, Miesbauer further 
discloses means for recording operational information associated with the 
operation of the field service unit in the medical diagnostic system (fig. 6, unit 
122-134); Regarding claim 19, Miesbauer further discloses means for interfacing 
with a remote facility via a communication network (abstract); Regarding claim 
20, Miesbauer further discloses means for reconfiguring the medical diagnostic 
system in accordance with association information from the remote facility 
(abstract); Regarding claim 21, Miesbauer further discloses using network 
(abstract); Regarding claim 22, Miesbauer further discloses the means for 
configuring the medical diagnostic system is in accordance with characteristic 
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information regarding operation of an x-ray lube, the x-ray tube being the field 
replaceable unit (abstract, Col. 2-3, Lines 31-22). 
3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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